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heard these things sitting by the teacher and
understood them with a clearness that.seemed
strange. He was then able to look at all the
activity of mankind with an equal eye and an
untroubled heart. When some time had elapsed,
Sariputra had so grasped his teacher's doctrine
that the Buddha would say to Vedic scholars who
came to dispute with him : " I am no scholar in
the Vedas of which you speak ; I cannot discuss
them with you. My friend here has studied them
and can discuss them to some purpose. Please
speak to him." Sariputra would, on such occasions,
touch the master's feet and come and sit amidst
the scholars and, using the words of the texts
which they held sacred, would prove to them
that the Buddha's teaching was the fulfilment of
their texts. It might seemingly run counter to
the teaching of the Vedas, but it did not do this
in reality. By the grace of the teacher he was
able in such discussions to talk with patience and
skill and convincingly. Buddha was so delighted
with the way in which Sariputra carried on such
discussions that one day he said : " To the truth
that I have seen, Sariputra is as the right eye
and Ananda as the left eye. Through these two
it is to get currency." Ananda was a nephew of
the teacher's. He was his close personal attendant